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Period fo7 RepT^^^ ^^^^ ''^''''^ communication appears on the cover sheet with the corr^pondence address ^ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHfS^ FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " "^^"^^ "^^^^ ^^^^ 

- Fairure.0 reply ^hin .he set or extended period for reply v^ll.^y^tatute. cauXe tp I^K'^^^ commumcat,on. 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication{s) filed on 31 July 2002 . 
2aM This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 453 O G 21 3 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ia Claim(s) 9 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1.2 and 10 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) 77 is/are objected to. 

8) 13 Claim(s) 3^8 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet{s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfomi PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U S C § 119(a)-rd) or (f) 
a)\J All b)D Some * c)^ None of: ■ s W W W. 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 

1 3) a Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 
nVo?^^ '^^^'^"^^ ""^^ '"'^'^^^'^ specification or in an Application Data Sheet 

<5f OrR 1 .78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 
reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Applicafion Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 

Attachment(s) 

i!n I;I°I-"°In"r"°''''""'<''^°"*^' 4)0 Intemew summary (PTCM13) Paper No(s). 

rr^'l r, "*"" S)D Nolice of informal Patent Application (PTO-lii~ 

3) 123 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 8 end 11 . 6) □ Other 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informality: In line 2, reference 
is made to "said an inner end" although antecedence for these feature is lacking. It is 
suggested that the term "said" be deleted. 



Information Disciosure Statement 

2. The information referred to in the information disclosure statements filed 

February 12, 2002 and July 17, 2002 has been considered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Yoshida et al 
(5988751). Note the attachment members (11, 12), hinge pin (14), cam means (26), 
torsion spring (35) and thrust member (33). 
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5. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Yoshida et al 
(5988751). Note the attachment members (11, 12), hinge pin (14), cam means (26), 
torsion spring (35) and thrust member (33). 

6. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Yoshida et al 
(5988751). Note the first attachment member (7, 11). second attachment member (12), 
hinge pin (14), cam means (26), torsion spring (35) and thrust member (33). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claim 9 is allowed. 

8. Claim 1 1 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any Intervening claims. 

Response to Amendment/Argument 

9. Applicant's responses filed July 1 2, and 31 , 2002 have been fully considered. 
Remaining issues are detailed in the above sections. Regarding claims 1 and 2, 
Applicant argues that Yoshida et al does not disclose a thrust member coupled with a 
selected attachment member selected from the group consisting of the first attachment 
member secured to the first frame structure and the second attachment member 
secured to the second frame structure to assemble the selected attachment member as 
a unit. This argument is not deemed persuasive since Yoshida et al shows such a 
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member (33). Note such in Figures 1 and 3. Yoshida et al has been properly applied to 
claims 1 and 2, as well as newly filed claim 10. 

Conclusion 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action, 

1 1 . This application contains claims 3-8 drawn to an invention nonelected without 
traverse in Paper No. 5. A complete reply to the final rejection should include 
cancellation of the nonelected claims or other appropriate action. 
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12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Milton Nelson, Jr. whose telephone number is 
70330821 17. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 5:30-3:00. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 



7033082168. 




Milton Nelson, Jr. 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3636 
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January 30, 2004 



